
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

AMERICAN GREETINGS PROPERTIES ANNOUNCES NEW INTERNAL 
STRUCTURE AND HIRES FORMER ZODIAK KIDS EXEC 

  

Relaunch of Care Bears™ via worldwide toy launch, new Netflix original series and digital apps help 
position division for growth in 2015 and beyond 

 

Los Angeles - March 16, 2015 – American Greetings Properties (AGP), the intellectual property and 
outbound licensing division of American Greetings Corporation, has announced that it is revamping its 
licensing, entertainment, digital and distribution teams, starting with the hire of former longtime Zodiak 
Kids executive Karen Vermeulen. AGP is also assigning new roles to several other key executives as it 
positions itself for strong growth on its core Care Bears™ brand, as well as other classic and new intellectual 
property (IP).   
 
Vermeulen joins AGP as its new Head of Global Sales and Co-Productions and will initially be based out of 
London. For the past five years, she was Senior Vice President of Global Sales & Co-production at the 
London-based Zodiak Kids, where she managed the business strategy, co-productions and strategic 
partners on a global level for their growing portfolio of kids’ content across all media. Vermeulen 
successfully partnered Zodiak properties with Disney, Cartoon Network, Nick Jr., Sprout, Amazon, Hulu, 
Netflix and other video-on-demand providers delivering digital revenue growth for the Company, as well as 
strategic direction on new IP development.   
 
“Superlatives do not do Karen justice,” said AGP President, Sean Gorman. “We are beyond lucky to have her 
as a colleague, and I know she will fit extremely well into our business and the overall culture we are 
excited about building at AGP.” 
 
In addition to the new hire of Vermeulen, AGP is making other personnel changes designed to prepare the 
division for the growth it is already seeing in its worldwide relaunch of Care Bears, new IP and other classic 
content.  
 
Effective immediately, Janice Ross, former Vice President of Marketing becomes Head of Global Licensing.  
Ross is a longtime American Greetings associate and former executive at Lego.  She moves into the chief 
licensing position at a time when Care Bears content is airing in over 100 countries, undergoing a worldwide 
new toy launch with partner Just Play, and about to kick off a new Netflix original series, “Care Bears & 
Cousins.” Megan Buettner, formerly AGP’s Vice President of Creative and 10-year veteran of American 
Greetings, will move forward as Head of Creative Studios. She will also take on additional duties as the 
division’s Head of New Media, overseeing the launch of six new licensed apps releasing in 2015 and 
launching localized interactive Care Bears websites globally. Angelina Castro, former Director of Public 
Relations and a longtime member of American Greetings interactive division, assumes larger duties as 
AGP’s new Head of Marketing. Castro will manage all aspects of the division’s global branding, marketing 
and public relations programs. 
 



 

 

Ryan Wiesbrock will continue to oversee new IP development as Head of Development and Production, and 
Peter Baghdassarian, Head of Business Affairs, will continue to manage business negotiations. Ross, Castro, 
Wiesbrock and Baghdassarian are based in AGP’s Los Angeles office while Buettner will continue to work 
out of American Greetings world headquarters and oversee the creative studio in Cleveland, OH. 
 

“I’m excited to be on the same team as these individuals, as I firmly believe that combining talented people 
with dynamic brands will result in genuine magic,” said Gorman. “We will take a collaborative approach to 
strategically maximize opportunities for growth in 2015, and for years to come.” 
 

About Care Bears 
First introduced by American Greetings in 1982 through consumer products, greeting cards, and later an 
animated CGI television show, Care Bears has become one of the world’s most popular and endearing children’s 
properties. Today, fans of all ages around the world are falling in love with these huggable bears who help kids 
have fun while sharing and caring, and they enjoy a robust portfolio of thousands of Care Bears licensed 
products at retailers globally.  
 

The Care Bears are no strangers to television screens. They first appeared in their own television specials in 1983 
and 1984, and then made the leap to the big screen in 1985-87 with “The Care Bears Movie” trilogy. They also 
had their own television series from 1985 to 1988 which is currently available to watch on Netflix. In November, 
AGP announced a new original kids series starring the whole huggable gang with a new show titled, “Care Bears 
& Cousins.” “Care Bears & Cousins” is co-produced by Netflix and will premiere around the world in fall 2015. 
The brand also has a robust social media following, has more than 5 million views of new and classic videos on 
YouTube, and has a portfolio of popular apps for mobile devices. Their wholesome messages of caring and 
sharing resonate with parents who are familiar with the brand and feel comfortable introducing Care Bears to 
their own children. 
 

About AG Properties 
AG Properties (AGP) is the intellectual property and outbound licensing division of American Greetings 
Corporation, which was built upon the successful re-launch of Care Bears™ and other iconic kids’ entertainment 
brands, including Holly Hobbie™ and Madballs™, as well as new properties Boofle™, Packages from Planet X™ 
and Twisted Whiskers™. AGP develops multi-platform entertainment franchises across all media channels, and 
extensive consumer merchandising programs that immerse children and adults in brands they love. Experience 
AGP online at www.agkidzone.com. For more information on AGP, visit www.agpbrands.com. 
 

About American Greetings Corporation  
For more than 100 years, American Greetings Corporation has been a creator and manufacturer of innovative 
social expression products that assist consumers in enhancing their relationships to create happiness, laughter 
and love.  The Company's major greeting card lines are American Greetings, Carlton Cards, Gibson, Recycled 
Paper Greetings and Papyrus, and other paper product offerings include DesignWare party goods and American 
Greetings and Plus Mark gift-wrap and boxed cards.  American Greetings also has one of the largest collections 
of greetings on the Web, including greeting cards available at Cardstore.com and electronic greeting cards 
available at AmericanGreetings.com.  In addition to its product lines, American Greetings also creates and 
licenses popular character brands through the AG Properties group.  Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, 
American Greetings generates annual revenue of approximately $2 billion, and its products can be found in retail 
outlets worldwide.  For more information on the Company, visit http://corporate.americangreetings.com.  
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Follow Care Bears on Twitter and Instagram: @CareBearsFriend 
Find Care Bears on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CareBears     
See Care Bears on YouTube: http://www.YouTube.com/CareBears 
 
Media Contact: 
Genna Rosenberg | GennComm for AG 
T: (818) 839-1461  E: Genna@GennComm.com 
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